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PRESENTATION OF TRE ADDRESS
IN REPLY.
At 10 minutes past noon the Council
adjourned, and members proceeded to
Government House to present the Address

WATER BUPPLY JFOR STOCKE EROUTE
BETWEEN MURCHISON AND ASH-
BURTON.

Mr. RICHARDSON, in accordance
with notice, asked the Colonial Secre-

in Reply to His Excellency’s Speech, |$ary:—

On reassembling,

Tae SPEAKER announced that the
Address had been presented to His
Excellency, in accordance with the reso-
lution of the House, and that His Excel-
lency had been pleased to reply as
follows :

“Mg. SPEAKER aND (JENTLEMEN OF THE
“ LeeisLarTive Councin,—

“1 thank you for your Address
* Reply to my Speech.

1 take t]ns opportunity of congratu-
‘“lating you, Mr, pea.ker, on the honour
“lately bestowed upon you by Her Ma.
“*jesty the Queen.

“It may, perhaps, be an additional
‘*source of gratification to both yourself
“and the members of Council when I in-
“form yon that the recommendation
“made to Her Majesty on the subject
*“wag the spontaneous act of Her Ma-
“jesty’s Government, since, though I
“wag prepared to do so, I had not
“actually made any recommendation in
‘“the ma.tter to the Secretary of State.”

in

The House adjourned at half-past
twelve o’clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Wednesday, 17th October, 1888.

Water Su 1y for Stock Route between Murchison and
n—Water Supply for the Pilbarra Gold-
ﬂeld—Wntﬁ- Boring Machines for Galdfields—Mes-
&No 1): Farwarding Droft Constitution Bill
E borigines Blll—message (No. 2): Vote on
Bnp_plementary Estimates makiog yprovision for
duties of Chief Jusﬁce—lnueu.se and Distribution
of Roads Vote—Pro nal agreement with Adel-
aide Steamship Go'-Boat- Licensing Bill : second
reading—Adjournment.

Tee SPEAKER took the Chair.

PravERs.

1. Whether it was the intention of the
Government to insert in the Estimates
for 1889 the amount—£2,000—for pro-
viding a water supply for a stock route
batween Murchisonand Ashburton Rivers,
in accordance with a motion for an
bumble address adopted by this Council
on August 9th, 1887 7

2. Also for similar information with
refercnce to the motion adopted by Council
on August 12th, 1887, for £500 to be
expended upon harbor improvements and
water supply for Cossack.

T COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) replied that the Estimates
were then in course of preparation, and
the items referred to in the hon. member’s
question had not been forgotten.

WATER SUPPLY FOR PILBARRA
GOLDFIELD.

Mr. RICHARDSON, pursuant to
notice, asked the Colonial Secretary,
whether any steps had been taken, or
were contemplated by the Government,
with a view to obtaining a supply of
water for the Pilbarra Goldfield ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) replied that a grant of
£100 had been made to the District
Roads Board for wells, and an extensive
water-hole on the field had been reserved
for public purposes.

WATER BORING MACHINES FOE
GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. KEANE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Honorable the Director
of Public Works, whether any steps have
been taken to provide a new water boring
machine for the use of the goldfields.
The reason of his asking the question
was because at present there was only
one water boring machine in the colony,
and we had three goldfields; and he
wished to know whether the Government
had made any provision for one or two
more machines, as it would be months
and months before the present machine
could be shifted from Yilgarn.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) said that in the absence
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of the Director of Public Works he had
been directed to reply that the Works
Department were sending to the Yilgamn
goldfield 2 new Tiffiu boring machine,
capable of boring five hundred feet, with
the necessary skilled labor and appli-
ances.

MESSAGE (No.1) : DRAFT OF CONSTI.
TUTION BILL AND OF ABORIGINES
BILL.

Tae SPEAKER notified the reccipt of
the following Message from His Exzcel-
lency the Governor:

“ Referring to the published despatch of
* the Right Honorable the Secretary of
 Btate No. 81, of the 31st of August last,
“the Governor transwmits, herewith, for
“ the consideration of the Honorable ihe
* Legislative Council, the following draft
“ Bills :—

“+A Bill intituled ‘An Act to
“ < confer a Constitution on Western
« ¢ Australia, and to grant a Civil List
«‘to Her Majesty.'”

“'A Bill intituled ‘An Act to
“<provide for certain madtters con-
¢ nected with the Aborigines.’”

“Tt 18 not proposed to proceed beyond
{he second reading of these Bills during
“the present Session, as it will be advis-
“able that a general election should take
“place before finally deciding upon the
“ principle and details of so important &
*“ question as a change of Constitution.

“ Schedule A. of the draft Constitution
“Bill, giving the boundaries of the pro-
“posed electoral districts, is in prepar-
‘“ation, and will shortly be ready.

“Clause 5 of the draft Bill relating to
“ the Aborigines has been added in conse-
“ quence of a request from the Aborigines
‘ Protection Board.

*Government, House, 17th October,
1888." :

MESSAGE (No. 2): VOTE ON SUPPLE-
MENTARY ESTIMATES MAKING PRO.
VISION FOR DISCHARGE OF DUTIES
OF CHIEF JUSTICE, DURING INTER-
DICTION.

Tar SPEAKER announced the receipt
of the following Message from His
Excellency the Governor:

“ With reference to the Supplementary
* Estimates, laid this day on the table of
* Your Honorable House, and to the item
“on page 4 under the heading ‘Pro-

“vigion for duties of Chief Justice,
«“£298 128, 3d., the Governor has the
““honor to inform the Honorable the
“Legislative Council that this vote is
*“asked in order to compensate the Acting
« Chief Justice (Mr. Leake, Q.C.) and the
“other officers (Mr. James, Mr. J. F.
 Stone, and Mr. Godfrey Knight) who
“ performed temporary duty between the
“l14th of September, 1887, and the 11th
“of May, 1888, heing the period during
“which Mr, Onslow, the Chief Justice,
“was interdicted and suspended from
“ office.

“Thinking it probable that the papers
“in Mr. Onslow’s case would be asked
“for in connection with this vote, the
“Governor communicated on the subject
“with the Right Honorable the Secretary
“ of State, who has replied as follows:—

“+'With reference to your request
“‘to be furnished with copies of
¢ ¢« printed correspondence laid before
“ ‘the Committee of the Privy Coun-
“¢cil in the Onslow case, in order
“‘that they may be laid before the
“* Legislative Council, I bave to in-
“‘form you that all the original
“‘papers in the case were before
“ ¢ that Committee, but that I do not
“+think it desirable that they should
“he presented to the Legislative
“+Council. The Council are aware
1 of the terms of the decision of the
“*Committee, as approved by Her
¢ < Majesty-in-Council, and they can-
¢ not question or go behind it, and
“*therefore to produce the papers,
‘< which would be an unusual, if not
““an unprecedented, course to take,
“¢‘would not be of any advantage.
“¢With the Order of Her Majesty-
“‘in.Council before them, and with
“‘the information that in all the
“*steps connected with the suspen-
“ «gion of the Chief Justice you acted
“*with the advice of the Executive
“<Council, I should not suppose
¢ that the Legislative Counecil will
“‘refuse to grant any money re-
¢ guired to compensate Mr. Leake
“¢or any other officer for the duties
¢ temporarily performed by them
¢« during Mr. Onslow’s suspension.’ ”

“To this communication from the Sec-
“retary of State, the Governor may add
“the statement on Mr. Onslow's case
“made by Her Majesty’s Government in
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“ the House of Cowmons ou the 20th of
 June last, when, a question having been
‘“ asked as to the result of the decision of
*“the Privy Council, and also as to ‘ what
““ course the Government had decided on
“in regard to the Governor,” the Under-
“ Becretary of State for the Colonies re-
“plied as follows :—
‘“¢The Report of the Committee
*“*of the Privy Council, which was
“‘approved by the Queen, found
“<that of the three charges formu-
“‘lated apainst the Chief Justice,
“‘the first afforded no sufficient
‘¢ ground for a formal charge, though
‘“* the Chief Justice had acted indis-
*““¢creetly ; that the conduct imputed
“‘to the Chief Justice in the second
“‘charge arose apparently from
““irritation produced by the first
“‘charge; and although the lan-
“‘guage of the Chief Justice was
“*¢c¢haracterised by much impropri-
“‘ety, yet, as it was not then pub-
“lished, it did not in itself afford
“¢adequate ground for a charge in-
““tended to lead to suspension from
“‘office; that the third charge was
“‘more serious, as the Chief Justice
“‘had given for publication lan-
“‘puage of great animosity to the
“¢(Governor, as well as confidential
“¢information, which he had no
“*right so to communicate, and that
“‘on this charge the committee had
“¢had some hesitation in not recom-
“‘mending the confirmation of the
‘““suspension of the Chief Justice;
“1 but, as no misconduct of a moral
**character, or connected with ju-
“dicial duties, had been imputed to
“‘him, they recommended that the
“‘guspension be removed. Her
“*Majesty’s (Grovernment have not
“*felt themselves called upon to
“‘take any action with regard to
“¢the Governor.” ™

*The Order of Her Majesty-in-Council
“was published in the Government Ga-
“zette of the 14th of June last.

“ With the above information and
‘“facts before them, the (Governor trusts
“that the Legislative Council will appre-
*“ ciate the position in which the Execu-
“tive Government of the Colony were
“placed in this very painful matter, and
“will agree that this is a case in which a
“ money vote may properly be passed to

* compensate ofticers who had to dis-
*“charge, for a considerable period, im-
‘ portant public duties beyond those of
“ their respective posts,

l"sg-aoyernment House, 17th October,

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) said as he proposed mov-
ing the House into committee for the
consideration of the Supplementary Es-
timates on Monday, this Message could
be taken into consideration at the same
time,

INCREASE AND DISTRIBUTION OF
ROADS VOTE.

Biz T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL
said: 8ir, the reason I have brought for-
ward the motion standing in my name—
“That an humble address be presented
to His Excellency the (Gtovernor, praying
that he will be pleased to increase the
amount of the Road Vote in the Estimates
for 1889, and in its distribution that His
Excellency will not overlook the require-
ments of the districts where recent rail-
way construction necessitates the opening
of new lines of communication”—is part-
ly one of policy, general policy, and also
because certain facts have come to my
knowledge which made me think that an
increase of the Road Vote is most highly
desirahle, on particular grounds. Noinflu-
ence was brought to bear upon me before
I tabled this motion, but, curiously, since
it has been on the mnotice paper, I have
received .one or two petitions and several
letters bearing on the subject—one peti-
tion from a Roads Board in the distriet 1
represent, and the other from a Board
within the district represented by the hon.
member for Murray and Williams, and
letters from various persons, interested in
public matters, in the country. T great
deal fear, unless this House and especial-
ly country members, take some action on
this Road Vote, we shall see it lapse alto-
gether before long from the Estimates.
Hon. members are aware that, during
gome years past, this House had been in
the habit of voting considerable sums for
the roads—for the four years previous to
the last it averaged from £16,000 to
£21,000 (in 1887)—but on the Estimates
for this year thisamount—which really was
not & very liberal allowance, considering
the enormous extent of the colony and of
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its roads—suddenly dwindled to £8,400;
and this, unfortunately, without any
remonstrance on the part of members.
There was no doubt a necessity last year
for a reduction of expenditure, but it
strikes me it was very poor policy to
reduce this vote in the way it was
done, last year. In the other colonies it
i3 a vote that is never touched, however
much the measure of reduction that may
take place in regard to other votes. I
recollect that in New South Wales, at
the time they had an enormous deficit of
something like £3,000,000, when retrench-
ment was urgently required, and they
were cutting down in all directions, even
to salaries I believe, they refused to
touch the vote for roads and bridges,
because in those colonies they consider it
the best policy, in view of colonization
and the advancement of settlement, to do
everything they can to encourage infernal
communication. But, apparently, our
own Government are not of the same
opinion ; they seem to consider that the
Road Vote is one of the most legitimate
items on the Estimates which they can
attack. I think, on the other hand, it
is one of the most illegitimate votes
for the application of the pruning kmife
in these colonies. Surely, m this colony,
with ifs vast extent of territory, where
gettlement is so scattered, and the dis-
tances that have to be traversed by the
settlers in the carriage of goods are so
great, no vote requires more generous
treatment than this one. I regret very
much that, last year, members- did not
remonstrate with the Government for
cutting it down so low, and that there
should have been remarks made not very
pleasant to country members, that coun-
try interests were being neglected to keep
up the requirements of the towns. I
don’t believe that the interests of country
settlers are wilfully neglected, but there
is no doubt that a good deal of miscon-
ception does exist. So long as members
appreciate what the country requires I
do not apprehend any serious injustice
being done; the mere fact of the enor-
mous sume that have been spent in
establishing telegraph communication and
postal facilities, and providing police
protection, throughout the length and
breadth of the colony, shows that we do
not intend to neglect country inter-
ests. Still I am afraid that as regards

this road vote there js some apparent
justification for the imputation made.
Probably no pressure had been brought
to bear upon members with regard
to this vote—that may be the reason;
but I consider, if they do not now
see that the Government retain some
sum on the Estimates fairly adequate to
meet the requirements of the country in
keeping open the various arteries of com-
munication, the remark that the interests
of the country are misunderstood or
neglected will have some force. The
reason adduced by the Government for
reducing this vote to such an extent, if
I recollect rightly, was that we had been
spending large sums in providing railway
communication for the country districts,
and that if we incurred such a large ex-
penditure in giving improved means of
eommunication to the settlers by means of
railways we could not spend so much
upon their roads. That seems to me a
really most extraordinary argument, when
we take into consideration that— al-
though, with our small population, we
have spent a great deal upon rail-
ways of late—they still only serve am
infinitesimal portion of the colony. We
have c¢ommunication between Perth
and Fremanile and the various town-
ghips of the Eastern Districts—I think
we have done everything we possibly
could in this way for those districts
—and we have spent a considerable
amount in the Geraldton district, bezides
that railway which is being construeted
to the South ; but, apart from these lines,
which, unfortunately, notwithstanding
their great cost to the colony, have done
very little good as yet in the extension of
settlement—what benefit does the rest of
the colony derive from these railways?
They derive no benefit whatever ; and not
only do they derive no benefit, but they
have to contribute largely for keeping up
these lines; therefore it seems to me
that, in these circumstances, to dock the
small amounts we give the country Roads
Boards to keep open their lines of com-
munication is a very great injustice. I
quite recognise the fact that where rail
way communication has been established
and is within easy access to the sur-
rounding settlers, it is not to be expected
that these districts should have their
roads vote increased, but, with regard to
the second part of the resolution, I wish
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to poini out that where raiiwuys are now
in course of comstruction, or have only
lately been comstructed, it seems rather a
reasen for continuing the vote for a time
than cutting it off, if these lines are to
receive the full benefit of the traffic of
the districta. I have been informed that
the Geraldton and Walkaway railway
offers nothing like the facilities to the set-
tlers of that district, and will get nothing
like the traffic it otherwise would, if it
were made available to the settlers by the
opening up ol communication with it by
roads; and my attention has been called
persenally and by letter to the position
of the settlers between this and Albany,
with regard to the means of communica-
tion with the nearly completed railway
running through that line of country.
It seems to me, from what I have heard
and observed, it would be very foolish
policy to eut down the road vote for the
districts along this line, if the line is to be
of any service to the settlers. It would
indeed be abzolute folly not to continue,
in the immediate future, to grant a fair
amount to these districts to open up com-
munication between the various centres
of population and the railway. That
line, unlike the Eastern Districts rail-
way which directly taps every township
of any importance in those districts, runs
a distance of at least 30 wiles, nearly
throughout its length, from any of the
centres of settlement in the line of country
within the railway reserves. If the line
iz to be of any benefit to the settlers of
the adjacent country, if it is to be of any
service to the agricultural settlements at
the Williams, Wandering, Arthur, and
Kojonup, roads will have to be opened
and maintained between them and the
new railway; and the country through
which these roads would have to pass is
of the character kmown as completely
rotten, and unless tracks are opened and
beaten during the summer months the
winter rains would render the country
impassable, so that the settlers would be
completely cut off from the milway,
with the result that not only woujvd
the settlers be deprived of any benefit
from ‘the railway, but the railway itself
must seriously suffer in the way of
traffic. Therefore it seems to me that
in justice to the settlers and to the
progress of settlement around these rail-
way reserves, funds should be provided to
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open u) these feeders. [ hope that, in reply
to my request that the House may agree
to this address that the vote for roads
should be increased—I shall not be met
by the retort that the settlers do mot
tax themselves for roads purposes. We
are aware that a Bill is about o
be brought-in which will make it
compulsory upon the Roads Boards to
go into this tazation. For my own
part I do not object to it—it will re-
move a supposed grievance, and it will,
further, do this good: it will probably
give the settlers a great deal more interest
in the election of these Roads Boards, and
in the constitution of the Boards, than
they have at present. I have no doubt
that in some districts this system of
compulsory tazation for roads purposes
may be usefully made operative, but in
many other districts, such as those I
have mentioned, to attempt to enforce all
this machinery would be very absurd
and - very useless, on account of the
rateable property. But hon. members—
those of them who are not bushmen—of
course, those who are, know it perfectly
well—hon. members will recollect that
settlers in outlying country are in a
perfectly different position as regards
their roads from the inhabitants in the
towns, We in the towns pay certainly
a small amount in the shape of rates—
(Mr. A. ForrEsT: A good large amount,
I think.) Very few of us, I imagine,
have to pay more than £10 a year;
and for that we have every convenience
in the shape of roads. Qur goods are
delivered at our doors at the same cost
as at the stores, whereas these coun

settlers, any of them live 50, or 80, or
100 miles from town, In my district, I
know, many of them live a hundred miles
from where they obtain their stores, and
it costs them £4 or £5 every time they
gend a team in or out to get their goods
—probably four or five times a year—if
not more; so that to say that people in
the country are placed in the same posi-
tion with regard to their roads as people
in town are is most unfair to them,
or that because they have not hitherto
taxed themselves with all this expeuse of
keeping up their roads, we should deny
them the amount they have hitherto re-
ceived in the shape of a Government
grant. I have not asked the Government
to put down any definite amount on the
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Estimates,—J think that is best left to the
Goverument themselves; but I do hope
the House will support me in passing
this resolution, which, it seems to me is
only doing justice to these struggling
gettlers, whom we call the backbone
of the country, and whose interests we
ought to do all in our power to advance.

Mr. PAREER: I have very great
pleasure in seconding this resolution. I
think we ought to recognise that the
great thing this colony requires, and
what we ought to do all we can to pro-
mote, is the settlement of the soil; and X
imagine that nothing will conduce so
much to this end as giving the settlers
every means of communication we can
afford, either by railways, or, where we
cannot give them a railway, by road. My
sympathies are rather with those settlers
who are not situated within a reasonable
distance of a railway; those are the dis-
tricts which I think ought to have their
portion of the road grant increased and
continued. Although it might be very
well to opon up lines of communication
with this Great Southern Railway, for
those few persons who are living at a
distance from it, and who cannot make
uge of the line unless these roads are
opened up; yet, I think, having once
opened up these lines of communication
with the railway as far as possible, the
settlers themselves ought to be taxed to
keep up these roads; and the Govern-
ment grant ought to go mainly, if not
altogether, to those districts where there
are no railways at all, such as the Wel-
lington district, for instance, the Sussex
district, and the Ximberley district.
These are the localities where the road
vote ought to be mainly expended, and
I cannot but think that the Government
have not ezercised, perhaps, a very wise
diseretion in the distribution of this
vote. For instance, I understand that
the York Roads Board had, last year, a
sum of £400 to their credis, nnexpended.
Therefore 1t is obvious that, in consider-
ing the distribution of the vote this year,
that Bosrd did not require to have allot-
ted to it the same amount this year. But
I have no doubt the York Board has par-
ticipated in the distribution of the vote this
year in the same proportion with fhose
districts that have had no money expended
in railways and who have no surplus to
their credit. It behoves the Government
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to see that this grant is properly dis-
tributed, and that the money is actually
required, before it is allotted, and not
give 1t to every district simply because
they have been in the habit of doing so,
and whether they need it or not. I dare
say that in the distribution of this vote
the course taken by the Government this
year is one following the precedent of
previous years, but I trust that hereafter
the Government will take into consider-
ation the great advantages those settlers
possess who have a railway running
through their ueighborhood, and those
who have no line of railway, but who
virtnally pay the same amount of tux-
ation towards the maintenance of these
railways as those whom the railways
benefit, and whose lands are so greatly
enhanced in value thereby. I trust
that when this vote for next year is pass-
ad, and increased as I hope it will be to
a considerable amount, the Government
in distributing it wiil bear in mind the
few remarks I have made, and made in
no prejudiced spirit.

TrE COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hou.
Sir M. Fraser): I can assure the hon.

[ member for Sussex I have listened with

great attention to his remarks, and I
entirely agree with much that he has
gaid. With regard to the apportionment
of the vote lagt year great care was ob-
served, and, in part, this suggestion he
has just thrown out as to the distribu-
tion of the grant has been followed.
‘With regard to the York Board and its
credit halance, I think it is fortunate for
that district that they were in possession
of this balance, for I understand they
are applying it in a way that must prove
of great benefit, in opening up roads
castward to the goldfields. I may say
that in framing the Estimates for next
year, every consideration will be given to
the prayer of this address, if it iz the
wish of the House to agree to its pre-
sentation. ‘

Mgr. SCOTT: I cannot let this resolu-
tion go without some comment. I do
not think anybody can disagree with the
idea that the roads, in country districts,
are very importanf, and, perhaps, neces-
sary—not only the openming up of new
roads but also the maintenance of those
already made. But I for one do think
that. the country districts do not do enough
for themselves in this matter of roads.
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No sooner do we give them railways
—towards which the towns certainly very
largely contribute—than we arve called
upon to provide them with other means
of communieation, in the shape of new
roads, to keep their railways going.
Surely when the value of their properties
is so much enhanced by these railways—
enhanced tenfold T think—1I am certainly
right in suying very largely enhanced—
we may reasonably expect these country
districts to do something to their rvads
themselves. I don’tsay they do not do
something in this way, but they do
comparatively little. But let us consider
what is done in the towns. The hon.
member for Plantagenet coolly remarks
that we pay very little in the shape of
rates—that few people pay more than
£10 a year. Speaking for myself, T may
say I have to pay nearly double £10;
and let me tell the hon. member further,
—it is quife apparent that we should
have to double the present rates unless
we in the towns received some assistance
for the upkeep of our roads. It is all
very well for us to launch out in the
making of new roads, but it wust be
borne in mind that we have to keep them
up afterwards. I remember, some two
years ago, trying to get this Council to
do something to assist our towns and
Municipalities in the same way as it
assists the country districts in the matter
of roads, and I pointed out it was not
altogether an unprecedented thing—in
the other colonies they do it—and I
thought it was only right that our towns
should be assisted from public funds in
the same way; but I got no support on
that occasion. Neither did my hon.
friend, Mr. Randell, who had moved a
resolution and argued it very ably the
previous year. But I cannot but think
that we quite as urgently now require
assistance in the way of the upkeep of
our town roads ag they do in the country
districts, I cannot help feeling that in
the present condition of the colony, and
the present state of its finances, it would
be unwise for us to pass thiz resolu-
tion, until at any rate we see what
amount the (Grovernment are prepared
to place on the Estimates, aud what
will be the other demands upon the ve-
venue. Until we know this, I for one
shall oppose any such resclution as the
one now moved,

Mr. MARMION: While endorsing
some of the remarks of those who have
already spoken on this question, I do not
go so far as to say I will oppose the
motion of the hon. baronet; but I think,
in all probability, he will find it to his ad-
vantage to move the adjournment of the
subject until a later period of the session.
Without going largely into the guestion
now, I would refer to one remark made by
the hon. baronet, in which he spoke of the
district which he represents and of the
railway now in course of construction to
Albany., I would ask hon. members to
consider one thing, and that is the
difference in the circumstances connected
with that railway and the railways ordin-
arily Dbuilt in the colony. Ordinarily
speaking, railways are built by the State,
and for the benefit of the State, and the
means of communication thus provided
by the State tend largely, and wholly
in fact, to the advantage of the State.
But in the particular instance alluded to
we have a railway built by a syndicate or
a company-—for the benefit of, of course,
of the State, because I take it that the
State would not have granted the syndi-
cate this concession if they did not con-
asider that some advantages would accrue
to the State; but the greater of these
advantages will become the property of
the syndicate ; and I think that, in open-
ing up lines of communication which will
largely increase the value of thiz land,
and also inerease the traffic on their rail-
way, this corporation, which is largely
interested, ought to do something towards
opening up these lines of communication.
I think members should bear that in
mind. These new roads will increase
the traftic and swell the profits of the syn-
dicate, and I think this Council should
eonsider whether the whole expense of
making these branch roadsshould fallupon
the colony, or whether it should be partly
borne by the colony and partly by the
corporation interested. Going a little
further, I agree that where means of
communication in the shape of a railway
have been provided at the public cost for
any particular district, those districts
provided with this improved means of
communication, whereby the whole of the
property in the neighborhood is vastly
enhanced in value, as compared with the
value of property in other parts of the
colony not favored with a railway—I



50

agree that the settlers of those distriets
having railway facilities provided for
them should be prepared to put their
hands in their pockets, and come to the
assistance of the State, by some means or
other, in opening up feeders of communi-
cation with the railway. There cannot
surely be the same necessity for assist-
ance from the public purse for roads in
these districts as in those districts that
have no other means of communication.
Let us look to the Eastern districts. We
are told that in those districts last year
—no doubt, in consequence of the open-
ing up of railway communication—the
sum granted to one of the Roads Boards
at any rate left a large balance umex-
pended at the end of the year; and I
think this would be found to be the case
in other places where railway communi-
cation has been provided for the set-
tlers. But I think it is premature
to consider this question now, as we are
about to be asked to consider a new
Roads Bill,—a measure which presents
one good feature, inasmuch as it proposes
to compel the various Roads Board dis-
tricts to put their hands in their pockets,
in the same way as people in the towns
have to do, to assist the State in opening
up and maintaining lines of communica-
tion. When this subject comes on for
consideration, T may have a word or two
to say. 1 have always been in favor of
the country disiricts, who receive State
agsistance, doing something themselves
towards the upkeep of their roads, and I
feel sure the time 1s not far distant when
the Goverument, and the settlers them-
selves, will see the absolute necessity of
local taxation for this purpose. T am
glad that the Government at last have
had the courage to bring in a Bill to that
effect, and I have no doubt it will be
passed by a large majority. I look upon
it as putting in the thin end of the wedge
to compel them to do what for years past
they bad the power to do; but they
never yet had the courage to exercise
that power. With reference to the
motion now before the House, I feel
disposed to support it to a certain
extent, but I think it would meet with
the approval of the House generally if
the hon. baronet were to postpone its fur.
ther consideration, until we are in a posi-
tion to see what amount the Government
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tell the hon. mewber one thing—and I
think I shall be supported by most mem-
bers—that if he thinks these road votes
are going to be increased for the benefit
of country districts, and it entails any
extra taxation on those in town, I can
agsure the hon, member, as one of the
representatives of one of the principal
towns in the colony, my voice will be
loudly raised, and my eamest opposition
will be offered, against such a proposal.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest): 1 should
like to say a few words, especially as the
cry of “Town against Country " bas been
rased. I think it is a cry that should
not be encouraged. Several hon. mem-
bers have spoken about the necessity for
country settlers helping themselves—these
poor seitlers helping themselves. If
these hon, members were as well
acquainted as I am with the position of
country settlers, and especially those
Southern settlers which I presume the
hon. baronet had in his mind when
ke brought forward 1his motion, many of
whom have spent a lifetime, and their
descendants afterwards, in isolation and
I may say in poverty, I don’t think hon.
members would be inclined t¢ raise such
a cry about settlers helping themselves,
in thig matter of roads. The hon. mem-
ber for Sussex, too, said something about
the same thing ; but I have no doubt his
remarks applied to the distriet in which
he spent some years of his life, and not,
I hope, to those districts farther south.

Mr. PARKER: I think the hon.
gentleman must have misunderstood me.
I said that where a railway went through
their Jand and enhanced its value the
settlers there ought not to get the same
amount of help from this grant as those
living in districts where there was no line
of railway.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) : I think I very
nearly hit the mark. The hon. member,
I believe, referred to the settlers of the
Avon valley, where the value of the land
has been largely increased. But I think,
even in their case, although they have a
railway, it has not made them prosperous
all in a moment. Tt will take some time
even for these people to realise the full
advantages of ralway communication.
The hon. member for Fremantle seems to

intend placing on the Estimates. I can.be afraid that the Great Southem Rail-



1888.]

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

51

way syndicate, who have invested nearly
a million of monev in this colony, will
make too good a thing out of it—that
they will realise too a large fortune, as
soon as the line is opened—and he advo-
cates that they should be made to contri-
bute towards these roads, so that they
may not be able to make so much profit.

Mr. MARMION : Quite the other
way. In order that they may make more
profit; in order that they may increase
their traffic; in order that they may
increase the value of their own lands.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest): I do mot
think myself that they are likely to make
any large profits in the immediate future;
but I think they are deserving of every
encouragement and support from this
Legislature. If they succeed in the great
work they have undertaken, I think we
should all rejoice, because it will be the
best thing that has ever happened to this
country. If, on the other hand, they are
unsuccesaful, and do not make it pay, I
think it will be a great disadvantage to
us, for it will go forth that this country
is not capable of supporting a railway
between the great port of King George’s
Sound and the centres of population near
the capital. T think, myselt, if members
are wise, they will allow the hon. baronet’s
motion to go forwaxd, leaving it to the
Government to do the best they can with
the vote that will be given them by this
House. I think, for the present, at any
rate for another few years, we must not
tallk about tazing the settlers in the
Southern districts—for they are very
small farmers, as a rule, they have no
large quantity of freehold land, and it is
as much as they can do to live—and I
hope we shall not talk about placing any
inore burdens upon them by withdrawing

-this road vote altogether.

Mr. RICHARDSON : This meotion
appears to me to open out too wide a
question to debate this evening. I think
when the Roads Bill comes before the
Houge we shall have a better opportunity
of thoronghly threshing out and sifting
this question. I agree in the main with
the purport of the hon. barpuet’s motion,
except that I am not altogether in favor
of the last part of it. I observe he has
worded it in very general terms, 5o as not
to bind the Government as to the appor-
tionwent of the vote in any particular

districts ; at the same time it is a moot
question how best to deal with the vote.
In the first place, we are asked to discrim-
inate as it were between the assistance
we pgive to those districts which, to a
certain extent, are provided with railway
communication, but which have certain
difticulties and obstacles in the way of
enabling them to avail themselves of
that means of communication, and the
assistance we shall give to those dis-
tricts whose settlers bave ne railway
facilities at all, and who unfortunately
require a larger money vote to make
their ronds trafficable than I am afraid
we can afford to give them at present.
So it appears to me that the Govern-
ment will be placed in this dilemma;
they will find themselves within very
narrow limits as to the amount of the
roads vote at their disposal—I am afraid
much narrower limits than we should
wish—and they will have to decide
whether they shounld assist those districts
which are without any railway communi-
cation at all, or those which, although
possessing # railway, have great difficul-
ties to get to it. I do not think the vote
is large enough to give substantial as-
sistance to each and all, and, it appears
to me that between two evils we must
choose the least. I think those districts
having no railway facilities at all are per-
haps more entitled to the larger share of
the vote. We shall not have enough to
provide sufficient for all the districts, and,
as we are cramped in the matter of
funds, if we affirm this resolution as it
stands the Government will perhaps be
inclined to behave too generously towards
some districts at the cost of other dis-
tricts. If the resolution could go for-
ward without the latter portion of it, I
should be prepared to support it
thoroughly ; at the same time I am not
going to say I am prepared to oppose it
as it stands, but I think with the hon.
member for Fremantle that the matter
might be postponed until we have the
Estimates before us. Then we shall sec
what the Government do propose to give
in the shape of a road grant at all, and
be in a better position to judge which
district has been favored and which
neglected.

Mr. A, FORREST: I should like to
say a few words on this motion. I am
sute most hon. members will agree with
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me that it is a pity the hon. member for
Plantagenet should have brought it for-
ward, for this reason : it is known that
he is the representative of a district
through which a very large and costly
railway is now being constructed, and
there will be a feeling against increasing
the roads vote for that district. But
those who kmow anything about the dis-
trict are aware that this railway runs
about 20 miles to the eastward of the
main road of traffic, and that it is abso-
lutely necessary for that particular part
of the colony that certain branch roads
should be made, leading from the centres
of population and the main track to the
railway line, if the line is to be of any
use to them. If the hon. baronet had
asked some member not connected with
the district to have brought forward this
motion, I believe there would have been
no opposition whatever to it: but know-
ing that a railway is being constructed
through this district, members are up in
arms at once when the member for the
district asks for a larger vote than
usuad for the roads; they think all the
trade must come to Perth and Freman-
tle, and that we should do nothing to help
this railway syndicate. I say weought to
do all we can to forward the interests of
people who have come here and spent
nearly a million of money in opening up
our country. I believe it would be the
worst advertisement this colony could
have if this railway does not show a good
return for the first twelve months. The
report of the first year's traffic on this
railway, if it went to show that the line
did not pay working expenses, would be
the worst thing that could happen to this
country. It would be good-bye to any
more loans, and to many other things for
Western Augtralia. I think this House
should do all it can to help the traffic on
this line, by assisting the settlers to make
roads from the centres of population
between here and Albany to the railway,
go that they can make some use of 1it,
and get some benefit from it. I shall
most heartily support the resolution my-
self ; but I regret it should have been
brought forward by the member for the
district, as it leads to opposition, and a
little jealousy perhaps. If any other
member had brought it forward, it would
have heen passed without any discussion
whatever. I shall cordially support it.

Mze. MORRISON thought as there
was a Roads Board Bill coming before
the House this session, and there was a
clanse in that bill providing for the com-
pulsory rating of country lands, for roads
purposes, it would be advisable to wait
and see the fate of that bill, before en-
tering upon thiz question of the roads
vote at all.

Carrarn FAWCETT said he would
have very great pleasure in supporting
the hon. member for Plantagenet in his
motion, He was a member of a Road
Board, and he kmew that the paltry
amount of the grant last year hardly
made it worth their while to attend to
the roads at all. Tt was no use raising
the cry of the town against the country.
This road vote was for the banefit of the
colony. He should like to ask the junior
member for Perth what was the good of
the town if they had no communication
with the country. He was surprised to
hear the hon. member saying he had only
to pay rates to the extent of £20 a year
for all the good roads and conveniences
which the people of Perth had. He
could tell the hon. member that if the
country settlers had to keep up their
roads entirely out of their own pockets it
would come to a at deal more than
£20 a year. What would be the good of
that paltry sum to keep ten miles of
road in repair, and to make an occa-
sional fresh roud. In Perth all the
people resided close together and there
wae no difficulty in keeping up good
roads; but in country districts the set-
tlers were scattered and few in number.
It would be utterly absurd to tax them,
to keep up their roads. The importance
of their roads to these people was very
great, and as a country member, who
knew something about these roads boards,
he was very anxious indeed to support
the resolution of the hon. baromet, and
he hoped the Government would see their
way to increase the amount of the vote
very considerably for next year.

Mr. SHOLL: I entirely agree with
the first part of the resolution, but, in
view of the provision contained in the
new Roads Bill, compelling the boards
to tax the land for the upkeep of their
roads, and also in the absence of the
amount that was likely to be available on
the Estimates for next year for expen-
diture upon the roads of the colony, I
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think it is a pity that this motion was
brought forward at so early a stage.
Still, at the same time, I think everyone
will agree that it is a misfortune to cut
down the roads vote at all. In my opinion
itis better to ent down for other porposesa
great deal than tostarve the roadsthrough-
out the colony for the want of fuods
to keep them up. My objection to the
latter part of this resolution is that it asks
the House to express an opinion, ome
way or the other, that a particular part
of the country shonld receive what I may
call pointed consideration, or at any rate
more consideration than any other part.
If this address were carried as it stands,
the Governor would feel that in carrying
out the wishes of the House he would be
bound to give this part of the country a
greater portion of the vote than any other
part of the country; and I dom't think
that members generally would altogether
agree to that. But I agree with that
portion of the resolution which asks for
an increase of the vote. There are many
other districts in the colony that feel the
shoe pinch besides the district represented
by the hon. baronet. If we take into
consideration the hundreds of miles of
roads —the thousands of miles, I may say
—that the Northern settlers, with the
paltry grants at their disposal, have to keep
In repair, for conveying their produce
to market and their stores for their sta-
tions, I think hon. members will agree with
me that it is not at all wise policy that the
sum of late years voted for that purpose
should be reduced. It was ridiculously
small, considering the extent of the roads;
and it is wonderful to me that these Roads
Boards, in these outlying districts, have
done so much as they have done with the
money at their disposal. I think, sir, it
is a pity that this House is not supplied, in
some way or the other, with a return
showing the distribution of this Roads
Vote every year, with the amount given
to each Board. [The CoLowian SEecrE-
TARY : The (overnment Gazefte always
publishes it at the beginning of the year.]
That may be so. All of us cannot run
away to find that particular number of
the Gazette when we want this informa-
tion, and I think there ought to be some
record before us easy of reference when a
discussion of this kind arizes. I hope
the hon. member will withdraw the latter
part of his resolution; if he does so, I

shull be most happy to support the other
part of it, which deals mt£ the vote for
roads in a general way. Tshall be happy
to support any motion for increasing the
grant for roads throughout the colony.

Me. CONGDON said he fully recog-
nised the importance of the question
under debate, and felt that it affected
more or less every settler through the
conntry districts, where this question of
roads was of paramount interest. But,
looking at the fact that a new Roads
Bill, dealing with this subject, was going
to be brought before them for their con-
gideration this session, and seeing also
that the Estimates were not yet before
them, showing the amount they would
have to deal with, he thought it would
be well if the hon. baronet would consent
to withdraw his resolution for the pre-
sent. He should move that the debate
be adjourned for a fortnight.

8= T. COCKEBURN-CAMPBELL
said it was directly in view of the fram-
ing of the Estimates that he had brought
forward the motion at this stage.

Me. E. B. BROCEMAN said he would
heartily suppmt the resolution, and
thought it would be a pity to defer the
matter. It appeared to him necessary
they should pass the resclution before the
Estimates were framed.

Me. EEANE : 1shall have much pleas-
ure in supporting the hon. member for
Plantagenet in this instance, and I hope
the hon. baronet will not postpone the con-
sideration of his motion. We all know,
from experience, that if he consents to
put off the motion until the Estimates
are before us, he will then be quietly told
by the Government, “ We can't do it
now; you are too late; you ought to
have made the application before.” At
the same time I agree with the hon.
member for Gascoyne with respect to the
division of this roads vote, and I think
with him that the latter part of the reso-
lution should be struck out. Although
I agree to a great extent with what
has fallen from the hon. member for
Kimherley, still I fail to see that the
return of traffic for the first year on
the Great Southern Railway will be
in any way affected by the question of
this vote. It will take at least five years
to make these roads, therefore the traffic
on the railway cannot be in any way
affected during the first year. I agree
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with the hon. member for Gascoyne, that
we ought to have a return presented to
the House showing how this grant has
been divided every year, and how it is
proposed to apportion it. I should think
this information could easily be attached
to the Estimates, so that members might
know the exact amount received by each
district. I don’t think it would be giving
the Government a great deal of trouble,
if, when they brought forward the annual
Estimates, they brought forward a sched-
ule showing the distrbution of this vote.
If the hon. member for Plantagenet is
prepared to withdraw the latter part of
his motion it will have my lilea.rty
support.

Tre SPEAKER : It would be irreg-
ular for a member who brings forward
a motion to amend it himself. The
proper form would be for some other
member to move an amendment.

8ie T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL : I
presume, sir, I could withdraw a portion
of it, with the leave of the House ?

TaE SPEAKER: With leave of the
House, certainly, but not without. The
rule is that a member cannot amend his
own motien,

Mz. RANDELL: I think the hon.
member for Plantagenet would meet the
wishes of the majonty if he would consent
to the adjournment of the debate. I think,
myself, that the resolution is premature,
partly on account of the reasocns already
assigned by members who have addressed
the Chair upon the subject, with reference
to the Bill which is already before the
House, and which, no doubt, in a short
time will receive consideration. When we
know the result of the debate upon that
Bill, we shall be in a better position, I
think, to carry such an address as this. I
should also like to see us a little nearer to
the Estimates, so that we might have a
better tdea as to ways and means. I think
that in diseussing and passing this motion
now we are adopting a course which the
hon. member Eimself has, I think, on
several occasions deprecated —thatis, mov-
ing at an early stage of the sessiona money
vote—for really that is what itis. I have
no doubt the Government are prepared
to consider the requirements of the
various districts of the colony, bhaving
regard to the means at their disposal,
and no doubt they will be disposed to
deal in a most liberal manner, con-

gistent with other ¢laims upon the
revenue, with this Road Vote. I take
it that no other course would present
itself to their minds. A large sum has
Lbeen voted for many years for the up-
keep of roads, and as hon. members are
well aware, a large sum of money has
been borrowed for the building and
equipment of railways to some of the
districts of the colony. I think it was
only natural, under these circumstances,
and in view of the imperative necessity
of retrenchment, that the Government
should have fallen back upon the Roads
Vote, and reduced it. I have not the
slightest doubt in my own mind the
subject will receive every consideration
at their hands, when the proper time
comes. I am in sympathy with the
desire which the hon. member has ex-
pressed, in common I believe with all
other hon. members, for increasing the
facilities for intermal communication to
the utmost possible extent. As to open-
ing up feeders to the line of railway
being constructed between the capital
and the port of Albany, I do notintend at
the present moment to give an opinion,
more especially as I understand the
hon. member 1s inclined to excise that
part of his motion. I think if he were
to consider the feelings of the majority
of members he would adjourn this
debate at present, and bring the question
forward-at a later period of the session,
with, I think, a very much better chance
of success. I would like to refer to a re-
mark that fell from the hon. member for
Kimberley, who by-the-Lye described
bhimself the other mght—for I suppose
the hon. member apphed the term to him-
self as much as to those who were leaving
the colony—as s, Scotchman, and, he said,
Scotchmen were the best class of settlers
wecould have. Be that as it nay—gener-
ally speaking, at any rate, Scotchmen get
Fthe credit of being very ¢ cannie,” but I
cannot say that I consider the remarks
that fell from the hon. member this even-
ing as to the Gireat Southern Railway as
words of great wisdom. The hon. mem-
ber expressed an opinien that if this line
does not pay its expenses during its first
year, it would be a bad advertisement for
the colony—1I think he expressed himself
iu stronger language than that. Icannot
agree with the hon. member’s conclusions.

I don't know of scarcely any enterprise
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of this kind, of any extent, that ever pays
its way the first year; and I think if that
corporation are fortunate enough to get a
profit upon their expenditure in the course
of two or three, or four or five years after
the opening of the railway they way be
very thankin]l indeed. I should he
very sorry if the remarks which the hon.
member has made were to go forth to
the world. [Mr. A. Forrest: They
ezpect it to pay]. Of course, we all have
' great expectations " of the future; but,
unfortunately, the future very often
deceives us; and I cannot understand
how any man acquainted with the cir-
cumstances of the colony, can expect that
there will be s large profit, or any profit
at all, during the first year of the running
of that railway. At all events, I shall
not be disappointed if it does not pay as
soon as it is opened. But I hope the
syndicate will be able to see clearly, from
the first year's work; that there is a
prospect of the line paying ultimately,
and that soon. But that it will do so the
first year, no reasonable man can expect;
and I should be sorry to see expectations
raised by the hon. member that cannot
possibly be fulfilled. I hope the hon.
member for Plantagenet will consent to
the adjournment of this debate; I think
he will have a very much better chance
of carrying his resolution at a future stage
of the session than at the present time.
I beg to second the motion that the
debate be adjourned.

8mix T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL:
Speaking to the motion for adjourn-
ment, it has come to me rather by
surprise. I should have thought hon.
members would have been aware that the
reason why I brought it forward now was
that the Government might have some
intimation, before framing their Fsti-
mates, what the House wished to be done
in regard to this vote. I have already
pointed out the smallness of the vote,
. compared with the enormous extent of
our roads, even in previous years; but
last year it dwindled into a miserable
amount,—next door to useless ; and, what
I want is, for the House to give the
Government some kind of intimation
whether we want the country districts to
have some decent vote on the Estimates
for next year, that would be of some use
to them for the upkeep of their roads.
It is absolutely essential in my mind

that the Glovernment should have an
expression of the opinton of the House,

ore they prepare the Estimates, and
not afterwards. I fail to see the use of a
resolution like this after the Government
have made up their minds as to the way
in which they propose to distribute the
money, next year. If it is the wish of
the House to adjourn the debate, of
course I shall not oppose it; butit seems
to me not' the most sensible thing to do.
Speaking further to the question, I regret
to see the construction which some hon.
members have put upon the latter part
of the resolution,—an entirely erroneous
congtruction. One member said it seemed
to him that the attention of the Gov-
ernment was pointedly drawn to those
parts of the colony where railways were
now being constructed, while other parts
were to be left out in the cold. I meant
nothing of the kind. What I meant
was that it was desirable, while these
railways were being constructed and
about to De finished, that the districts
requiring feeders to enable the settlers to
cart their goods to the railway, should
not be abgolutely left out in the cold—
not that other parts of the colony should
be neglected, and left cut in the cold.

Question put—That the debate be ad-
journed for a fortuight.

The House divided, with the following
result—

Ayes ... e 7
Noes ... 13
Majority against ... 6
AYEY. Noes.
Mr. Hensmnn ‘Mr. H, Brockman
Mr. Horgan Mr. E. B. Brockman
Mr. Marmion Mr. Burt
Mr. Moxrison Captain Faweett
Mr. Randell The Hon. J. Forrest
Mr. tt Mr, A, Forrest
Mr. Congdon (Tellsr). Hon. Siv M. Fraser
. Mr. Harper
Mr. Eenne
Mr. Porker
Mr. Richardson
Houn. . N. Warton
Sir T. C. Campbeli, Bart.
(Teller).

Tar SPEAKER asked if it was the
desire of the House that the latter por-
tion of the address be withdrawn? No
motion had been made to that effect. If
the suggestion that it be withdrawn were
dissented from by any member it could
not be done. The words could only be
withdrawn upon & motion made to that
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effect, or with the leave of the House.
He would put it to the House—Was it
their wish that the latter part of the
motion be withdrawn ¢

The question being decided in the
afirmative, on the voices, the resolution
as amended, was put and carried.

PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT WITH
THE ADELAIDE STEAMSHIP CO.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Frager): I rise, sir, to move
“That the provisional agreement entered
into with the Adelaide Steamship Co.,
Limited, be taken into consideration, and
that a contract on the terms of that
agreernent be approved by this Coun-
eil.” This matter is one of consider-
able importance, and one which has oc-
cupied the attention of this Council for
the past year or so; for I find that on
the 30th June, 1887, a committee was
appointed by the House to consider and
report upon the best steps to be taken to
continue the steam services that we had
before, and, in some respects, to add to
the services then existing. On the 4th
of August, last year—and I think it is
well T shounld bring back to the recollec-
tion of hon. members the various steps
that have heen taken by this Council in the
matter—the report of that committee was
approved by the House, and a resolution
was passed to the effect that tenders
should be called for, and a contract made,
following out the recommendations of the
committee, and that this should be dene
on the most advantageous terms obtain-
able. Tenders, therefore, were called for,
by advertisements, throughout the Aus-
tralian colonies, and in London, and other
shipping centres—Liverpool, Glasgow,
and so forth., These tenders were to be
gent in by the lst of June this year.|
Following upon the issue of these invit-
ations to tender, a provisional agreement |
for carrying out the coastal service in the
interim, was wmade, on the 19th of
November last year, with the present
company, for six months only—from the
1st February to the Ist August of the
present year—and for this service it was
agreed that the company should receive
£666 13s. 4d. a month, or at the rate of
£8,000 a year. I should state that when
the time for the reception of fresh tenders

arrived, no tenders were received except

from the Adelaide Steamship Co., who
sent in two or three alternative offers. On
the 19th of June, after it having been
decided by the Government that none of
these tenders was such as came within
the conditions laid down in the report
of the select comnittes, and after-
wards confirmed by this House, the
Committee of Advice were consulted
in the matter, and after considering the
tenders that had been received, which
were all duly laid before them, the Com-
mittee advised that as suflicient fuuds
had not been provided for carrying out
the terms of these tenders, an offer should
be provisionally made to the Adelaide
Steamship Co. to continue the then exist-
ing agreement for a further period of six
months, on the same terms nnd conditions
ag had been agreed upon for the past six
months, and that such expenditure should
be incurred, beyond the provisional vote,
as would meot the cost of such service.
In compliance with that, the Government
after considerable correspondence and
negotiation, made an arrangement with
the company to carry on the services,
which are all particularised in the articles
of agreement that I have laid on the
table, at the same rate of £8,000 a year,
for a term; short notice of the determin-
ation of this provisional agreement to be
given, in the event of the contract not
being approved and accepled by the
Legislature. I believe myself that hon.
members generally, and more especially
those who have served on the select com-
mittees which have dealt with this sub-
ject, and whose recommendations have
been approved by the House, will be
inclined to accept the terms of this pro-
visional agreement. But I have no
desire, sir, to hurry this important matter
to a conclusion on the present occasion,
although, to place myself in order, I
have moved this resolution. Xt has been
suggested to me by some members of the
committee, that 1t is desirable in the
interest of trade and commerce, that cer-
tain additions should be wmade to the
conditions attached to these articles of
agreement, and so far as I am aware, I
do not think these additional conditions
will meet with any serious objection on
the part of the company. I understand
that the hon. member for Fremantle
proposes to move that the provisional
agreement be referred again to the same
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committee that was previously appointed

by this House to consider the matter—
with the ezception that on account of the
unfortunate death of one member of the
committee it will be necessary to insert
another name. If the hon. member does
move that the matter be now referred to
a, select committee, I shall raise no
objection.

Mz, MARMTION moved, as an amend-
ment, that the provisional agreement be
referred to a select commitiee, consisting
of the Colonial Secretary, Mr. A. Forrest,
Mr. Keane, Mr, Richardson, Mr. Shenton,
and the mover. He did not think it
necessary at present to indulge in any
remarks upon the terms of the provi-
sional agreement.

Mr. SCOTT s=aid he should like to
call the attention of the House to the
advisability of introducing intoe the agree-
ment some clause with reference to keep-
ing these steamers in a clean and whole-
some condition. He thought some hon.
members had experienced the necessity of
it. He thought not only should the con-
tractors be obliged to provide accommo-
dation for passengers, but also to take
care that such accommodation should be
gweet and wholesome; and that the state
of these steamers should eccasionally be
investigated by the Harhor Master, or
some other competent authority.

Mg. SHOLL was glad the hon. mem-
ber for Perth had got up, as this wag
probably the only time when members of
the House would have an opportunity of
drawing attention to any alterations
which they might consider advisable,
before the committee considered their
report. He noticed that the 19th clause
of the provisional agreement was to the
following effect: * Tide and weather per-
mitting, all steamers employed in the
above-mentioned services shall, where
jetty or wharf accomuodation exists,
ship and discharge all passengers and
cargo 2t such jetties and wharves,
provided always sach can safely be
done in the opinion of the cowmpany
or the master of the steamer.” As
to this proviso, they knew very well
that at some of our Northern poris
it might be very convenient for the com-
pany or the master of the vessel to state
that in his opinion it would not be safe to
go alongside, It might mean a little extra
trouble. In some of these places, too,

the company he helieved had their own
lighters, and they charged importers extra
for landing their eargo, in addition to the
heavy rates of freight already charged.
He thought a clause might be nserted to
this effect: that, in cases where the com-
pany did not choose to take the steamer
alongside the jetty or wharf, to land cargo,
they should be compelled to land it with
their own lighters, free of exfra cost. At
present, he believed, they charged 5s. or
6s. a ton extra for lighterage, and it had
struck him that this consideration might
have some influence upon the master of a
steamer in deciding whether it would be
safe to go alongside or not.

Mz. A. FORREST thought the remarks
of the hon. member for Perth (Dr. Scott)
uncalled for, as to the state of these
steamers, and he should be sorry it
should go forth that these vessels were
not kept in a clean and wholesome state.
He had himself travelled by the com-
pany’s steamers, east and west, mnorth
and south, and he thought they were
kept in as clean a state as coastal
steamers were in any other parf of
the world. But there was one thing
in the provisional agreement which he
should like to call attention to, and
that was that no provision was made for
these steamers calling at Albany. One
of the mostimportant ports in the colony,
where most of our passenger trade with
England and a great deal of merchandise
were first landed, was not included in the
agreement and the schedule of rates. He
thought this cught to be rectified.

Mz. MORRISON: I see itis proposed
that the agreement shall be in force for
five years. I think that is a great deal
too long a term to make a contract of
thig kind, in the present state of affairs.
If there is any foundation in the reports
we are receiving every day from our
goldfields, we shall witness a very different
state of affairs on this coast from what
we have now, long before this contract
expires. I think three years is quite long
enough to make this agreement for. I
am not in favor of continuing these
subsidies once a line is opened up and
trade established, and this £8,000 a year
I think might very well be saved to the
country, or, at all events, half of it. I
also think it would be in the imlerest of
the colony, if, instead of making a contract
for these coastal services in one lump, we
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were to bave different eontracts for some
of the shorter services. I should liketo
gee one tender called for simply for the
gervice between Vasse and Bunbury and
Fremantle. Very likely there are other
people, with smaller means, who could
carry out this short service, and for a
smaller sum. It seems to me a sort of
monopoly to give this Adelaide Steam-
ship Co. the whole of the trade; and itis
very strange that, with all the steamers
and steam companies in the other colonies,
when tenders were called for there and
in England, no tender was received but
from this company. I don’t think that
can be simply for the reason that it
wouldn’t pay. When one sees these
steamers go away from Fremantle, week
after week, and month after month, and
the cargo they carry, one caunot help
thinking there must be a very good
business bemng done, and I think it is
nearly time, as we have helped to estab-
lish a service to the North, that we should
moderate these subsidies, though no
doubt the company would like to have
them increased. 1 cerfainly should like
to see a separate contract made for these
short distance services, say from Fre-
mantle to the Vasse, and from Fremantle
to Geraldton and Dongara. I think
one or two local firms could very well
put & boat on to perform these services,
50 a8 not to leave us entirely in the hands
of one company.

Mr. HENSMAN: T don’t wish to
make any statement calculated in any
way to injure this company; but I think
the House should take care that we get
the best steam service we can on the
coast, and, without saying anything fur-
ther than this, or anything that may tend
to do any injury to the present con-
tractors, 1 think we might well kave a
very much better set of steamers. Every-
one knows it is a most uncomfortable
thing to make o voyage on board any of
these small steamers, and, with regard to
the observation made by the hon. mem-
ber for Perth, I think his remarks are
well worthy of the attention of this com-
mittee, and of the House when the
matter is brought before us. So tmport-
ant does it appear to me that there
should be someone who will specially

look after the interests of passengers, as

well as the interests of goods, that are .

carried, that I shall propose that the |
-

name of Dr. Scott, in addition to those
alrendy mentioned, be added to this com.
mittee. With regard to what has been
just said by the hon. member opposite
(Mr. Mormson) as to the duration of
the contract, I agree with him, and I hope
that it ‘won’t be made for a longer term
than three years. I should like even a
shorter term if possible, say one year.

The motion to refer the provisional
agreement to a select committee (with
the name of Dr. Scott added) . was then
agreed to.

BOAT LICENSING AMENDMENT BILL.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser), in moving the second
reading of this bill, said he felt that
the explanatiop required was a very
short one. If hon. members would refer
to the clauses in the principal Act (42nd
Victoria, No. 24) which it was proposed
to amend, and to the interpretation clanse
they would sce that the term * boat” as
used in that Act applied to any descrip-
tion of boat of a tonnage not exceeding
two tons; that the term * vessel ' applied
to any description of boat, flat, barge, or
vessel, other than a steamer, and of a ton-
nage exceeding two tons; and that the
term “ steaner’’ applied to any descrip-
tion of flat, barge, or vessel propelled
wholly or partially by steam power. The
21st, section of the Act—which was passed
ten years ago, when the number of steam
vessels in the colony conveyinyg passengers
was very smull, and confined to a certain
c¢lass of boats—provided the Governor-in-
Council with power to frame a table of
rates to be charged by the owners of these
licensed hoats, and boats only. Since
then the circomstances of the colony had
changed, and our steam fleet had increas-
ed; and the object of the present hill was
simply to give the (Governor-in-Council
power to fix a table of charges to be
made by the owners of any description
of these licensed vessels. The amend-
ments proposed by the bill were merely
verbal.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a second time,

The House adjourned at nine o'clock,
L.



